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Sub-regional Humanitarian Overview

Throughout North East Nigeria and across the border regions in Cameroon, Chad and Niger, children are in
critical danger. Insecurity caused by the conflict between the armed group 'Islamic State's in West Africa’,
commonly known as ‘Boko Haram’, military forces and civilian self-defense groups in North East Nigeria has
escalated into a worsening humanitarian crisis.

Over 1.4 million children were forced to flee conflict and violence. In the past five months, the total number of
children on the run has increased by a further 500,000 across the region. In northern Nigeria alone, nearly 1.2
million children – over half of them under 5 years old – have had to leave their homes. An additional 265,000
children have been uprooted in Cameroon, Chad and Niger after their villages were attacked or threatened.
Families have often been left with little else than the clothes they were wearing.

The humanitarian situation continues to deteriorate with worsening food insecurity combined with poor access
to education, safe drinking water and health services. In the most affected areas health centers have been
destroyed. Many health workers have fled while others are not able to access those in need, leaving many
families without health services, such as routine immunization, maternal and child care. Children are at risk of
dying from diarrhea, malaria or malnutrition. Across the four countries, more than 1100 schools are closed or
facing major disruption of services due to the conflict. Teachers and students have been deliberately targeted
by armed groups; many classrooms have been damaged, looted or occupied.

Every day children across North East Nigeria, Chad, Niger and Cameroon are missing out on their childhood.
They are at risk of being trapped in a cycle of violence - separated from their families, exposed to exploitation
and recruited by armed groups. Many children have been killed, maimed and subjected to unimaginable
atrocities. Young women and girls have been abducted, subjected to forced marriage, physical and
psychological abuse, forced labor and rape. In Northeast Nigeria, the conflict has left approximately 23,000
children separated from their parents.

Since the beginning of this year, there has been a sharp increase in both the frequency and intensity of
bombings in Northeast Nigeria and more recently in Cameroon. Women and girls are involved in approximately
three-quarters of the attacks. Children don’t instigate the bombings; they are used, often without knowing, to
carry bombs that were strapped to their bodies and detonated remotely in public places.

Situation in Numbers

Million children forced to flee the 
conflict (1.2 million in Nigeria and 
265,000 in Niger, Cameroon and 
Chad)

1.4 “I ran away, alone, when I saw people in my 
community being slayed; this is what scared 
me most – not the shooting,” said a15-year-
old boy who sought refuge in Chad. I am 
worried about my parents, I was told my 
family was killed, but I don’t think that they 
all died; I think some of them may still be 
alive.”

Samson, 15, lives in a camp for internally displaced people in 
Yola, Adamawa State, north-east Nigeria. 
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Children separated from their 
families in North East Nigeria 

208,000 Children without access to 
education

+83,000 Children lack access to safe
water 



Since the beginning of the year, UNICEF is 

working to:

• Treat severely acutely malnourished children by 
providing therapeutic feeding, and prevent 
malnutrition through micronutrient supplementation 
and promotion of appropriate feeding practices. 
Nearly 65,000 children under 5 have received 
treatment for severe acute malnutrition (SAM)

• Immunize children against diseases such as polio, 
meningitis and measles. Over 315,000 children have 
been vaccinated against measles

• Provide safe water sources and latrines as well as 
hygiene promotion to reduce the risks of 
waterborne diseases. Over 209,000 people have 
received access to safe water this year. Over 64,511 
people are benefitting from improved sanitation

• Provide temporary learning spaces and school 
materials or integrate displaced children into 
existing schools. Over 65,000 displaced and refugee 
children have access to education and are able to 
continue their learning thanks to the delivery of 
school materials. 

• Provide counselling to children who have been 
subjected to, or exposed to, violence and abuse.
Nearly 72,000 displaced children in North East Nigeria, 
Niger, Cameroon and Chad have received counselling 
and psychosocial support as part of a range of 
humanitarian interventions supported by UNICEF and 
its partners to help children cope with emotional 
distress

UNICEF is on the ground across the four countries to respond to children’s most pressing needs. Across the
Lake Chad region, UNICEF has scaled up its humanitarian assistance to children and their families who have been
affected by the crisis. This includes supporting access to clean water and life-saving health services, restoring
access to education, delivering therapeutic treatment to malnourished children and ensuring that children
receive psychological support from trained personnel, in collaboration with governmental authorities, other UN
agencies as well as local and international non-government organizations.
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UNICEF in Action

 More than 100 staff experienced in emergency response, including water and sanitation (WASH),
nutrition and child protection have been deployed in conflict affected areas

 Health, WASH and NFI (Non Food Items) have been provided through rapid and large scale off-shore
procurement

 Longstanding experience and partnerships with governments and civil society

 UNICEF is Leading/ Coordinating key sectors (nutrition, water and sanitation, child protection, education)

 Multisectoral approach for nutrition, WASH, HIV/AIDS , health, education and child protection

UNICEF Response - Urgent Needs

UNICEF has received only 32 per cent of the US$ 50.3 million required this year for its humanitarian
response across the Lake Chad region. Together with other partners, our teams on the ground are doing
the best they can under very difficult circumstances, but funding shortfalls and insecurity are preventing
organizations to reach all those in need.
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Without additional financial support, hundreds of thousands of children will have no access to basic health 
care, safe drinking water and education. In a region confronted by emergencies, this crisis puts children at 
further risk threatening to reverse progress made in recent years. UNICEF urges donors to increase their 
humanitarian assistance to refugees, internally displaced people and host communities in Nigeria and 
neighbouring countries. 

For further information please contact:
Manuel Fontaine, Regional Director, UNICEF West and Central Africa, Tel: +221 33 869 58 58, Email: mfontaine@unicef.org
Mads Oyen, Regional Emergency Advisor, UNICEF West and Central Africa, Tel: +221 33 869 58 52, Email: moyen@unicef.org

Country
Regional response 

funding requirements
Funding received 

(As of 31 August 2015)
Shortfall % Shortfall

Nigeria 26,510,000 12,910,806 13,599,194 51%

Chad (Lake Region) 8,250,063 819,759 7,430,304 90%

Niger (Diffa) 7,891,400 1,995,930 5,895,470 75%

Cameroon (North) 7,702,606 488,282 7,214,324 94%

Total $50,354,069 $16,214,777 $34,139,292 68%
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